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AGENDA

Introduction to the
College Planning Process

Expectations of Students
in Senior Year

Q& A:
Panel Discussion





JUNIOR
YEAR
JUNIOR
YEAR



NYS Graduation RequirementsNYS Graduation Requirements



Courses
all academic courses & program
courses for assigned magnet

Exams
Academic: pass required Regents.
Magnet: take & pass industry exam. 

Senior Exit Project
Complete and pass the Senior Exit
Project. 

GRADUATE FROM
SAUNDERS HS

GRADUATE FROM
SAUNDERS HS



What we look for: 
Current Progress
Classes for next school year
Regents Exams  remaining
Grade Point Average 
Grade Trends 

What colleges will look for:
An appropriately  challenging
course load that the student
can manage successfully. 

TRANSCRIPT 
REVIEW

TRANSCRIPT 
REVIEW



a web-based portfolio
that helps students plan
and organize their high
school career

helps keep track of a
students post-secondary
application process. 

NAVIANCENAVIANCE



Be sure to read college
application requirements.
How many, and who they
want to write the letters. 

Personally ask a teacher for a
letter of recommendation
letter and add request to
Naviance. 

LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION

LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION



Be authentic:
They want to know about you,  
not ChatGPT

Grab the reader from the start:
poignant moments & reflection. 

Show, don’t tell:
Use anecdotes, examples, and
descriptions.  Trim the fat.

Focus on deeper themes

Revise early and often

WRITING THE
COLLEGE ESSAY

WRITING THE
COLLEGE ESSAY





 Juniors took PSAT in October
First SAT exam given this past
Saturday. 
Exam is close to 2 hours long 
Shorter questions.
Adaptive exam: difficulty of questions
will change depending on how
students performed in prior sections
Still must be done at a school or test
center. 

DIGITAL
SAT EXAM

DIGITAL
SAT EXAM







SUNY
temporarily suspended
their  testing requirements

CUNY
test optional until 
Spring of 2025.

PRIVATE
 Check with individual
colleges about their testing
policy. 

TEST 
OPTIONAL?

TEST 
OPTIONAL?

(IT’S COMPLICATED)(IT’S COMPLICATED)



CHOOSING
YOUR 

COLLEGE

CHOOSING
YOUR 

COLLEGE



HOW TO 
RESEARCH
COLLEGES

Identify your priorities:
Programs, size, location, budget  

Start research, start preparing a list:
College fairs, college visits, online research  

What do you want to study?
Consider classes, hobbies, and extracurriculars
you enjoy most. Then, you can try to align a
major with your interest areas.  

Location of the school:
Stay close to home or move far away?
Rural or urban setting?  Small or large?



HOW TO 
RESEARCH
COLLEGES

What extracurriculars are important to you:
Some extracurricular programs can help you pay
for college or stand out in your application. 

What is your budget?
Having a general idea of your financial
limitations for college is a huge help. 
FAFSA and other financial aid programs can
cut your costs. However, remember that
you’ll have to repay these loans.
We will discuss FASFA in later meetings. 

https://www.quadeducationgroup.com/blog/how-to-stand-out-in-college-applications


College
Trips & 

Fairs

Thursday, April 11th 
College Fair at Manhattanville College 

Wednesday, April 17th
CUNY - Lehman College (max. 40 students)  

Tuesday, April 23rd
Iona University (max. 40 students)

Tuesday, April 30th
SUNY New Paltz (coach bus - 50 students)  

Thursday, May 2nd 
Manhattan College (max. 35 students)  



College Research LinksCollege Research Links

Ms. Talone’s 
Webpage

Ms. Talone’s 
Webpage

Spring 2024
Open House List

Spring 2024
Open House List

Campus Visits
Worksheets

Campus Visits
Worksheets



Next Steps

FASFA Application
make sure to file your 2023 taxes! 

Ranking Your Schools
Reach / Target / Safety  

College Applications Step by Step
Reviewing the procedure & deadlines

Application Terms
Rolling Admission / Early Decision / Early Action 

Opportunity Programs & Scholarships
SEEK / EOP / HEOP, YPS Scholarship Book  

Senior Year
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